
PTE Speaking Practice Paper 

Read Aloud 

In the speaking section, at a time, there will only be 10 answers stored. On addition of the 11th 

answer, the first answer gets deleted automatically. 

Look at the text below. In 40 seconds, you must read this text aloud as naturally and clearly as 

possible. You have 40 seconds to read aloud.  

Question: 1 

Teenage girls are continuing to outperform boys in English while the gender gap in achievements in 

math and science has almost disappeared. The figures show that last year 80% of 14-year-old girls 

reached at least the expected level 5 in English, compared with 65% of boys. But in math, the girls 

are just 1% ahead of boys, while in science the difference is 2%. 

Question: 2 

Before the discovery of Australia, people in the old world were convinced that all swans were white, 

an unassailable belief as it seemed completely confirmed by empirical evidence. The sighting of the 

first black swan might have been an interesting surprise for a few ornithologists, but that is not where 

the significance of the story lies. 

Question: 3 

You used to think that being green was a luxury for your company, but climate change has made you 

realize that you can no longer ignore it. The buzz is about becoming carbon-neutral, but where do 

you start? Consider your drivers. Do you want to become carbon-neutral for marketing reasons, for 

financial reasons, or just to save the planet? 

Question: 4 

Certainly one of the most important values of literature is that it nourishes our emotional lives. An 

effective literary work may seem to speak directly to us especially if we are ripe for it. The inner life 

that good writers reveal in their characters often gives us glimpses of some portion of ourselves. We 

can be moved to laugh, cry, tremble, dream, ponder, shriek, or rage with a character by simply 

turning the page instead of turning our lives upside down. 

Question: 5 

Australians speak English of course. But for many tourists and even some locals, Australian English 

has only tenuous links with the mother tongue. Our speech is peppered with words and phrases 

whose arcane meanings are understood only by the native speaker. It is these colourful 

colloquialisms that Australian slang is yet to truly explain. 



Question: 6 

First discovered in 2007, “fast radio burst” continue to defy explanation. These cosmic chirps last a 

thousandth of a second. The characteristics of the radio pulses suggested that they came from 

galaxies billions of light-years away. However, new works point to a much closer origin-flaring star 

within our own galaxy. 

Question: 7 

Yellow is considered as one of the most optimistic colours, yet surprisingly, people lose their temper 

most often in yellow rooms and babies cry more. The reason may be that yellow is one of the hardest 

colours for eyes to take in, so it can be overpowering if overused. 

Question: 8 

Botswana is experiencing one of the most severe HIV/AIDS epidemics in the world. The national 

HIV prevalence rate among adults ages 15 to 49 is 24.8 percent, which is the third-highest in the 

world, behind Lesotho and Swaziland. HIV/AIDS threatens the many developmental gains Botswana 

has achieved since its independence in 1966. 

 

Question: 9 

Tourism is a challenging sector on which divides statistics since businesses serving tourists, also 

service local people. Therefore, it is not straightforward to estimate how much business sectors' 

revenue and how many jobs are due to tourist expenditures. 

Question: 10 

Such an agreement would include recognition that the world must aim as soon as possible, to hold 

the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius, a long-term low-carbon future, 5-year 

updated action plans that recognize the developing climate reality, and aid to those countries that did 

little to cause climate change but are most at risk from it. 


